
Materials: 
• Joyful Noise: 

Poems for Two 

Voices (Paul 

Fleischman) 

• Assorted 

references that 

include 

information on 

the life cycles of 

various species. 

Extension: 
Have pairs of 
students write and 
perform a poem for 
two voices that 
compares and 
contrasts the life 

cycles of their 
species.  

lesson seeds

Life Cycle THEATRE
S C I E N C E  A N D  T H E A T R E

CONTENT FINE ARTS

NGSS.3-LS1-1: Develop models to describe 
that organisms have unique and diverse life 
cycles but all have common birth, growth, 
reproduction, and death. 

TH.Pr6.1.3a: Practice drama/theatre work and 
share reflections individually and in small 
groups.

Objectiv
es

Assessment:

Pre-assessment:  
Ask students to share what they know about the life cycles of various organisms (i.e., 
butterflies, plants, and frogs).  

Engagement:  
Perform a poem for two voices from Joyful Noise, with another teacher, with a student 
volunteer, or have two students read together. Have students make a list of the factual 
information they gathered from the poem.  

Activity: 

1. Display a poem for two voices. Ask students to make observations about how 

this poem is written and how this tells performers how this should be read 

(there are two columns, one for each performer). Have students develop a 

checklist of criteria for what an exemplary performance of this poem might 

look like (i.e., voice, posture, monologue vs. dialogue, etc.). 

2. Assign student pairs an organism. Each pair will find information regarding the 

life cycle of that organism and write their own poem for two voices. Each poem 

should include information on the birth, growth, reproduction, and death of the 

subject. 

3. Have students perform their poems for the class.  

Closing: 
Have each pair of students meet with another pair to provide feedback on the factual 

information provided in the poem, as well as to compare and contrast the information in 

their poems. Have each group share their findings on the similarities and differences of 

their organisms’ life cycles with the class.  
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Students will complete peer and self evaluations based on the performance criteria they developed. 

The teacher will assess students based on the information included in each poem, as well as group 

findings on the similarities and differences of their organisms’ life cycles.  


