
What’s under my feet?
1st Grade

What’s under my feet? (Science Lesson and Arts Based Activity)

Objective: Students will: 
•Identify major properties of soil, including clay, sand, and silt.
•Identify the different properties of soil in Greenville.
•Recognize that the layers of the Earth has soil and rocks.
•Create an illustration to demonstrate the layers of the Earth. 

Overview: Students will engage in a discussion about what types of materials there are in the 
layers of the Earth. They will then be introduced to the different properties of soil: sand, silt, and 
clay. To demonstrate their understanding of the layers, students will then make an illustration to 
identify the layers by using the actual materials: rocks, sand, and soil.  (40 minutes)

Engage: The lesson will begin by introducing the idea of layers of the Earth. Students will be 
asked what kinds of layers they think there are and what they would be made of and a list will be 
put up on the board. After the students finish thinking of ideas, the properties of soil will be 
discussed, giving an example of each type of the soil materials. A demonstration of soil elements 
will be shown to clearly depict the different properties of soil. (15 minutes)

Build Knowledge: As a class, students will then reflect on the types of layers that are under our 
feet. We will then make a list, in order on the board. (5 minutes) 

Apply: Students will then create their own illustrations of the layers of the Earth by using the 
materials as part of their illustration. The objects will be glued to the heavy paper to show the 
different layers that we would see if we dug a hole in the ground.  (20 minutes)



What’s Under My Feet?
MISSISSIPPI SCIENCE FRAMEWORKS

INQUIRY 
1. Understand how to plan and carry out a simple scientific investigation.
a. Demonstrate an understanding of a simple investigation by asking appropriate questions about objects, organisms, 
and events. (DOK 2)
b. Compare, sort, and group objects according to their attributes. (DOK 2)
e. Use diagrams and written and oral expression to describe ideas or data. (DOK 2)

EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE
4. Develop an understanding of the properties of Earth materials, objects in the sky, and changes in Earth and sky.
a. Compare and classify Earth materials. (DOK 1) 
• Physical attributes of rocks (e.g., large/small, heavy/light, smooth/rough, hard/crumbly, dark/light, etc.) 
• Physical attributes of soil (e.g., smell, texture, color, etc.)



What’s Under My Feet?

Layer 1, _________ has 
parts of plants in it.
Layer 2, ________ is 
made of small rocks.
Layer 3, ________ are 
the biggest pieces. 

Name:_______________
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