
S is for Sunflower
Pre-Kindergarten

S is for Sunflower (Read Aloud and Activity)

Objective: Students will: 
•Recall the letter of the week and correctly identify the sound it makes.
•Engage in active listening to recall events from a read-aloud story.
•Recognize and name words that begin with the word “S”.
•Recall and name the 5 senses.
•Transition from one activity to another by following a set of directions.
•Use basic drawing techniques. 
•Use basic motor skills for cutting and gluing.

Overview: Students will engage in a read aloud of the illustrated story “After the Storm” by Alma 
Flor Ada, identifying words that start with the letter “S” on each page. Upon finishing the story, 
students will examine a live sunflower and they will identify how the petal relates to their 5 senses. 
Students will then create their own sunflower by using basic motor and art skills. The letter S will 
then be drawn in the middle of the finished product to display understanding of the letter shape 
and application. (60 minutes)

Engage: The lesson will begin by reading the story “After the Storm” out loud. Students will 
explore the illustrations to make predictions about the text and identify characters. During the 
read aloud, students will identify words used that start with the letter “S” and will practice 
pronouncing them, with a focus on the “S” sound.  Upon finishing the lesson, students will look at 
the painting “Sunflowers” by Vincent van Gogh and identify where they see the flowers on the 
illustration. (15 minutes)

Build Knowledge: As a class, students will look at the painting “Sunflowers” by Vincent van Gogh 
and identify where they see the flowers on the illustration and counting the number of sunflowers 
that they can see. Students will then examine live sunflower, using a petal to correctly identify their 
senses. (10 minutes) 

Apply: Students will then create their own sunflowers by following directions and working in small 
groups with an adult. Students will use a crayon to color the center of a paper plate yellow and 
with the assistance of an adult they will glue a ring of sunflower seeds. An adult will assist the 
students in tracing their hands and will cut out the shapes to make a petal (advanced students will 
be able to cut their own hands out). Students will then glue their petals to the outside of the plate 
and will add a green rectangle as a stem. Students will finish the flower by writing the letter S in 
the center. (35 minutes)

Discussion questions prior to and during the read aloud: 
-By looking at the cover, what do we think the book is about? Why?
-What letter are we studying this week? What sound does that letter make?
-What words do we hear on this page that starts with the letter “S”?
-Do we see anything in the illustration that starts with an “S”?
-What has tried to eat the sunflower in the story?
-What happened to the seed?
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MISSISSIPPI EARLY LEARNING GUIDELINES 

Language, Vocabulary, and Early Literacy Development
1. Exhibits developmentally appropriate receptive language
1.1 Listens to others with understanding 
1.2 Listens attentively to stories

2. Exhibits developmentally appropriate oral language for communication purposes
2.1 Shows an increase in vocabulary by using specialized vocabulary when communicating with others
2.2 Identifies common objects and interprets pictures 
2.3 Uses language to express actions 
2.4 Uses language to communicate information, experiences, ideas, stories, emotions, opinions, wants, needs, thoughts, questions, 
and for conversation 
2.5 Uses language to recall a sequence of events or retell a familiar story 
2.6 Becomes aware of the structure of language; uses simple sentences, new vocabulary, and positional words in proper context

3. Demonstrates phonological and phonemic awareness
3.1 Distinguishes words in a sentence (identifies whole words – sentence to word segmentation)

4. Demonstrates an awareness of print
4.5 Begins to recognize letters of the alphabet 
4.6 Attempts writing (scribble/drawing)

Social and Emotional Development
2. Demonstrates control over emotions and behavior in various settings
2.1 Transitions attention from one activity to another with ease 
2.2 Accepts not being first and begins to wait his/her turn in activities

3. Develops positive engagement in the learning environment
3.1 Shows interest in and actively participates in various classroom activities
3.5 Follows established classroom rules and simple (two- or three-step) directions 
3.6 Selects tasks and begins to complete them independently

4. Develops positive relationships with adults and children
4.1 Approaches others positively and shows pleasure in being with others 
4.2 Shows interest in others by exchanging information with them 
4.3 Listens attentively to others when interacting with them

Physical and Motor Development
3. Develops fine motor skills
3.1 Demonstrates coordination of small muscles using manipulatives that vary in size and shape to perform simple motor tasks 
(e.g., lacing, folding, cutting)
3.2 Participates in group activities involving fine motor movement 
3.3 Uses a wide variety of writing tools and drawing materials

Scientific Investigations
1. Develops awareness of living and non-living things
1.1 Names and describes plants, animals, and humans
1.2 Explores plants, animals, and human life cycles

2. Develops awareness of the five senses
2.1 Recognizes the five senses and body parts that utilize the five(5)senses
2.2 Identifies tastes
2.3 Identifies smells
2.4 Identifies sights
2.5 Identifies sounds


