
Map It Out
Explore how illustrations contribute to the telling of a story using character 

maps. 

Summary
Explore how illustrations contribute to the telling of a story by creating illustrations to accompany text, and then creating 
text to accompany illustrations. Students will explore picture books (without words) and discuss the specific elements of the 
illustrations that "tell" the story. They will learn to "read" illustrations as they look at the ways in which pictures reveal 
information about the characters, setting, and plot of a story.

Learning Objectives
Students will:
•Create illustrations to accompany text.
• "Read" a variety of illustrations for information.
•Convey elements of a story such as character, setting, and plot through illustration.
• Identify techniques and/or symbols used by illustrators to convey information.
•Critique their own illustrations.
•Participate in a variety of independent literacy-building activities.
•*Create a map of a community, noting key locations and geographic features.
•*Utilize map elements including title, legend, and directional indicators.

Teaching Approach
•Arts Integration

Teaching Methods
•Discussion
•Cooperative Learning
•Guided Practice
• Independent Practice

Assessment Type
•Observation

Lesson Setup
•Teacher Background
•Your choice of books can reflect other topics the students are studying 
or authors you are focusing on.

Prior Student Knowledge
•No prior knowledge needed

Grouping
•Large Group Instruction
•Small Group Instruction
• Individualized Instruction

Staging
•Set up desks/tables and chairs to accommodate small group work

What You’ll Need - Student Supplies:
•Drawing paper
•Markers, crayons, colored pencils, or 

paints
•A variety of picture books without text 

(teacher selected)
•A large picture book with text 

(teacher selected)

Electronic Resources:
• Image
•Character Map
•Setting Map
•Plot Map

Printable Resources:
•Story Elements
•Assessment Rubric



ENGAGE
1. Read aloud a short excerpt from a book of your choosing. Do not share the book’s illustrations, but instead, have 
students listen carefully, and then create an illustration to go with the text.

2. Allow students to share their illustrations. Have students explain why they chose to depict what they did, and how the 
picture correlates with the story they just heard. Explain that pictures, or illustrations, are an important element of 
storybooks, and they can help us understand the elements of the story, including the characters, setting, and plot. Point out 
that illustrations can also provide valuable clues when one gets "stuck" on a word one doesn’t understand.

BUILD KNOWLEDGE
1. Explain that just as listening to a story creates a picture in our minds, looking at a picture can create a story in our 
minds. Show students a sample illustration from a large picture book of your choosing, preferably one that is unfamiliar to 
students. Cover up the text so that the students are focused on the illustration.

2. Discuss with students which elements of the story they can discern simply by looking at the picture. Can they identify 
who the characters are and what they might be like? What about the setting? Where or when might the story take place? 
Can they describe the action that is taking place? Can they guess what one or more of the characters is feeling and/or 
thinking?

3. Flip to the next page, again covering up the text. Based on the second illustration, see which ideas about the storyline 
seem to be correct. Can students discern something more about the storyline? What elements of the illustrations are most 
helpful in figuring out information about the story? Discuss specific techniques the illustrator used to “tell” the story. If 
students are having trouble coming up with specific techniques, point out facial expressions on characters, actions, body 
language, gestures, or clothing that help reveal information about the characters or action of the story.

APPLY
1. Explain that some books rely entirely on pictures to tell a story. Divide the students into groups of two to three. 
Distribute a picture book to each group. Allow them to flip through the picture book to discern the characters, setting, 
storyline of the book. Have a reporter from each group to briefly share the plot of the story with classmates, along with 
one of the illustrations that most helped them to understand the story and why.

2. Have each student create a character, setting, and plot map of their own creation. Their maps should reveal the 
characters, setting, and some part of the action of the story. You can use the Character, Story, and Plot Maps in the 
Resource Carousel. You may wish to have students use ReadWriteThink's interactive Story Map as a graphic organizer for 
their story elements. The maps help students put their stories into words and pictures. Students can create maps on their 
own paper, or on an interactive white board. Distribute copies of the Storyline Elements handout so students know what to 
discuss as they look through peer illustrations.

*3. Work with the students to add map elements to the setting picture of the story, such as key reference places, titles, a 
compass and a key. Make sure they include any locations that were identified in the setting of the story.

REFLECT
1. Have students share whether their partner correctly guessed the elements of the storyline. If not, what part of the story 
did they have a hard time understanding?

2. Discuss the hardest and easiest parts of telling a story without words. Allow students five minutes to go back and add to 
or revise their pictures as needed.

ASSESS
Assess the students' work using the Assessment Rubric located within the Resource Carousel.
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 Can you identify who the characters are and what 

they might be like?  

 Where or when might the story take place?  

 What season is it?  

 Can you describe the action that is taking place?  

 Can you guess what one or more of the characters is 

feeling and/or thinking? 

 What parts of the illustration are most helpful in 

figuring out information about the story?  
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Name:         
 
 

Student: Excellent Good Satisfactory Needs 
Improvement Comments 

read a variety of illustrations for 
information.      

conveyed elements of a story 
such as character, setting, and 
plot, through illustration. 

     

identified techniques and/or 
symbols used by illustrators to 
convey information. 

     

created illustrations that were 
based on one or more characters 
and revealed details about the 
setting. 

     

 



MISSISSIPPI ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS FRAMEWORKS
2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of 
increasing length, difficulty, and complexity.
a. The student will use text features, parts of a book, text structures,and genres to analyze text. (DOK 2)
1) Text features – titles, headings, illustrations, graphs, captions, charts, etc.

b. The student will analyze texts in order to identify, understand, infer, or synthesize information. (DOK 2)
1) Answer literal and simple inferential who, what, when, where, why, how, and what if questions.
2) Answer literal and simple inferential questions about main characters, settings, and events.

c. The student will recognize or generate an appropriate summary or paraphrase of the events or ideas in text, citing text-
based evidence. (DOK 2)
1) Retell a story orally and in writing including characters, setting, problem, important events, and resolution.

d. The student will analyze, interpret, compare, or respond to increasingly complex literary text, literary nonfiction, and 
informational text, citing text- based evidence. (DOK 3)
1) Interpret text through moving, drawing, speaking, acting, or singing.
3) Compose visual images.

MISSISSIPPI SOCIAL STUDIES FRAMEWORKS
Global/International Affairs
2. Understand the locations of people, places, and environments and describe their characteristics.
b. Identify the essential map elements including title, legend, intermediate directional indicators (NE, SE, NW, and SW), 
scale, and date. (DOK 1)
c. Use a grid map to locate specific places and geographic features in the neighborhood or community. (DOK 1)

MISSISSIPPI VISUAL ARTS FRAMEWORKS
1. Begin to develop craftsmanship in a variety of additional media and processes to produce works of art. (CP)
a. Exhibit cooperative skills while creating works of art. 
b. Use art materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner. 
c. Know how to hold drawing and painting tools. 
d. Demonstrate manipulative skills by using a variety of media, techniques, and processes. 
e. Produce works of art using different media and processes to communicate feelings, ideas, experiences, and stories.

6. Identify the contributions of artists in schools, homes, and communities. (HC)
c. Identify various types of art found in the home and the community.

11. Understand that visual arts concepts and skills are represented in areas of everyday life. (C)
a. Know that some art is created to be functional. 
b. Know that art is a part of everyday life. 
c. Know that one can have a career in art. 
d. Recognize that artists come from different backgrounds, cultures, educational experiences, etc.

12. Relate visual arts concepts and skills to the arts and other disciplines. (C)
a. Know that visual arts, music, dance, and theatre are present in the school, home, and community.

Map It Out
Explore how illustrations contribute to the telling of a story using character 

maps. 



COMMON CORE - ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS
Reading Standards for Literature

1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details 
in a text.

7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its 
characters, setting, or plot.

Speaking and Listening Standards
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in 
small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others.
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.

2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, 
or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.

4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in 
coherent sentences.

5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences 
when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
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