
Adjective Monster
Use the visual art and language arts to creatively tell stories of monstrous 

proportions.

Summary
This lesson explores the connections between visual art and language arts, and how both are used to creatively tell stories 
and express emotions. Students will read the book Go Away Big Green Monster by Ed Emberley. They will be introduced 
to adjectives as descriptive words then create their own monsters using paper sculpture techniques.

Learning Objectives
Students will:
•Define “adjective” and list at least one example.
•Create a monster that reflects a chosen adjective.
•Recognize and name basic geometric shapes.
•Use paper sculpture techniques.

Teaching Approach
•Arts Enhanced

Teaching Methods
•Brainstorming
•Modeling
• Independent Practice

Assessment Type
• Informal Assessment

Lesson Setup
Teacher Background
•Visit A Love of Monsters for photos of architectural 
   monsters that you may wish to post to inspire students.

Prior Student Knowledge
•General knowledge of basic shapes

Grouping
• Individualized Instruction

Staging
•Lesson requires open space on the board. If you choose to project the Paper Techniques chart, projector must be set up.

What You’ll Need - Student Supplies:
•Book: Go Away Big Green Monster by 

Ed Emberley
•Paper cutouts of a square, triangle, 

circle, rectangle, & oval
•Tape
•One sheet of 12x18 black construction 

paper for each student
•Light colored crayons or chalk
•Colored construction paper
•Safety scissors for each student
•Example of a finished monster face

Resources:
•Worksheet - Geometric Shapes
•Worksheet - List the Adjectives

Required Technology
•1 Computer per Classroom
•Projector



ENGAGE
1. Read the book Go Away Big Green Monster and discuss adjectives with the students.

2. Explain how adjectives can be used to describe an emotion or describe an appearance, like, "grumpy" or "hairy." To 
illustrate this point, read the sentence from the book where these two words are used. Continue to reference the book, 
and make note of the adjectives used in the book like "sharp" and "squiggly." Always read the sentence that the adjective 
is used in so that the students can get a clearer picture of what an adjective is and how an adjective is used.

BUILD KNOWLEDGE
1. Ask students to brainstorm lists of adjectives. Create two lists on the board, one titled "Emotion" and the other titled 
"Appearance." If students are able to write or print, have them use the Adjectives List worksheet located within the 
Resource Carousel. Copy the words on the board for reinforcement. Students who volunteer an adjective for one of the 
lists should use the word in a sentence.

2. Ask students to identify the names of geometric shapes using paper cutouts of a square, triangle, circle, rectangle, and 
oval. Review the names with students. Then tape the shape to the board and write the name beside it. Do this for all four 
shapes. Distribute the Geometric Shapes worksheet located within the Resource Carousel and have the students draw a 
shape next to its name.

APPLY
1. Have students choose an adjective for their monster from the list they created at the beginning of the lesson. Refer to 
the lists on the board.

2. Pass out a large sheet (12x18) of black construction paper and a light colored chalkstick or crayon to each student. 
Have students write "Go Away Big ___ Monster" at the top of their black paper. They will then fill in the blank with their 
chosen adjective. Walk around the room and check for understanding.

3. Have students choose a shape that they will use for the head of their monster. Explain again that this shape will be the 
shape of their monster’s face. Tell them that they should carefully consider that the shape and the adjective they are using 
should complement each other.

4. Discuss how to make the face reflect the chosen adjective. Ask the students to make the face of a "mean" monster and 
discuss with them what their eyes, eyebrows, and mouth do. Explain that when you make a mean face the eyebrows point 
down to the nose, when you make a happy face the eyebrows arch upwards, when you make a sad face the eyebrows 
dip down towards the ears, etc. Pass out construction paper and scissors so students can cut out a shape for the face. 
Have students begin to cut out and design their monster’s head using the construction paper.

5. Explain to the students that they will be creating their features with construction paper and paper sculpture techniques. 
Demonstrate some paper sculpture techniques for the students. Some suggested techniques include: cut a small strip of 
paper and curl it around a pencil, fold a small strip of paper in small accordion like folds, cut the paper in small grass-like 
strips, fold a small strip of paper in a zig-zag shape, and create hair strands that pop out on the monster. Add these to the 
monster for hair, 3D eyes, noses, etc. Show students your completed example. Remember to share your chosen adjective.  
Encourage students to come up with their own ideas for sculptural effects.

6. Monitor students' progress and remind each student that his/her monster must have eyes, nose, mouth and ears, but 
may also have multiple features. Provide feedback and comments, explaining to students how they can make the features 
reflect the adjectives.reflected in the features of each monster. 

REFLECT
1. Have each student stand and share their monster with the class. Ask students to discuss how the chosen adjective is 
reflected in the features of each monster. 

Adjective Monster
Use the visual art and language arts to creatively tell stories of monstrous 

proportions.



MISSISSIPPI MATH FRAMEWORKS
GEOMETRY
3.  Identify and classify properties of two- and three-dimensional shapes.
a. Identify and classify two-dimensional figures (triangle, square,
rectangle, circle, trapezoid, hexagon, and rhombus). (DOK 1)

MISSISSIPPI ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS FRAMEWORKS
1. The student will use word recognition and vocabulary (word meaning) skills to communicate.
a. The student will apply knowledge of concepts about print. (DOK 1) 
1) Point to words in text when reading aloud, matching spoken words to print.
2) Distinguish between uppercase and lowercase letters. 
3) Identify and use title page, title, author, illustrator, and table of contents of a book. 
4) Identify dialogue in connected text.

c. The student will use word recognition skills. (DOK 2)
2) Begin to use knowledge of vowel digraphs, diphthongs, and r-controlled letter-sound correspondences to decode unknown words.
f. The student will develop and apply knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. (DOK 1)
1) Identify and sort pictures and words into basic categories.
2) Recognize and explain word relationships within categories of words.

2. The student will apply strategies and skills to comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of increasing length, 
difficulty, and complexity.
a. The student will use text features, parts of a book, text structures,and genres to analyze text. (DOK 2)
1) Text features – titles, illustrations, headings, graphs, etc.
3) Text structures – sequential order and description 
4) Genres – Fiction, nonfiction, and poetry

d. The student will analyze, interpret, compare, or respond to increasingly complex literary and informational text, citing text-based 
evidence. (DOK 3)
1) Interpret text through moving, drawing, speaking, acting, or singing.
3) Compose visual images based on text.

3. The student will express, communicate, or evaluate ideas effectively.
b. The student will compose a description of a person,place, or thing.
(DOK 3)
1) Compose drawings/visual images and orally describe. 
2) Compose oral and written descriptions of a familiar person, place, or
thing.

4. The student will apply Standard English to communicate.
a. The student will use Standard English grammar. (DOK 1)
4) Begin to use adjectives

MISSISSIPPI VISUAL ARTS FRAMEWORKS
1. Develop fundamental skills in using art media and processes to produce works of art. (CP)
c. Select the appropriate tools and materials to produce a particular work of art. 
d. Demonstrate manipulative skills by performing a variety of tasks (e.g., cutting, gluing, arranging, constructing, sorting, tracing, 
rubbing, folding, bending, modeling, coloring, painting, drawing, scribbling, blending, stitching, wrapping, tearing, weaving).
e. Use various media (e.g., paint, clay, ink, crayons, finger-paint, chalk, markers, pencil) to express different emotions in a work of art.
f. Combine recognizable symbols for common objects (e.g., people, vegetation, houses, animals) to create an original expressive work 
of art.
g. Produce drawings to create recognizable and expressive images.

2. Apply color, line, shape, texture, balance, and pattern in works of art to communicate ideas. (CP)
d. Create original works of art using color, line, shape, balance, texture and pattern.

12. Recognize ways the visual arts relate to other disciplines. (C)
a. Recognize that the visual arts are used in other subject areas.
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What shapes do you see? Draw over the squares, 
rectangles, circles, ovals, and triangles in the picture.
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rectangles, circles, ovals, and triangles in the picture.
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Geometric Shapes 
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  Student Name:                                                            
 
 
 Practice drawing the shape.  
  
 
Square   
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
Triangle   
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Circle   
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Rectangle  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Oval 
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  Student Name:                                                            
  
 
 
 
 
Place the adjective under the correct column.  
  
 
 
Emotion                                                                   Appearance  
  
1.____________________________________      1._______________________________________  
2.____________________________________      2._______________________________________  
3.____________________________________      3._______________________________________  
4.____________________________________      4._______________________________________  
5.____________________________________      5._______________________________________  
6.____________________________________      6._______________________________________  
7.____________________________________      7._______________________________________  
8.____________________________________      8._______________________________________  
9.____________________________________      9._______________________________________  
10.___________________________________      10.______________________________________  
11.___________________________________      11.______________________________________  
12.___________________________________      12.______________________________________  
13.___________________________________      13.______________________________________  
14.___________________________________      14.______________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My monster is very 
__________________.

Name _____________________


