
Introductions and Overviews (PowerPoint)
GAP: Introduce Self, GAC and an overview of GAP
KC: Brief overview of the Kennedy Center, Partner in Education Program, significance of the program

Breaking it down: What is Arts Integration and why should we care? (PowerPoint and Activity)
Objective: Participants will understand arts integration (definition), how they can use it (opportunities), and why 
it will be important to them this year (goals and applications).

Breaking it Down (Activity)
Exercise overview: Participants will break into small groups (~5) to examine each of the elements of the 
definition, adding words, ideas, and questions that they have related to the selection. Each group will have a 
Post-it Table Top Pad Page to add notes to, which will be hung at the front of the room as groups finish. After all 
of the groups finish the exercise one or two representatives will share about their experience and the ideas that 
their group came up with.

  “Arts Integration is an APPROACH to TEACHING in which students construct and demonstrate 
UNDERSTANDING through an ART FORM. Students engage in a CREATIVE PROCESS which CONNECTS an 
art form and another subject area and meets EVOLVING OBJECTIVES in both.” 

Discussion questions prior to the exercise: 
- How do we define arts integration?
- Is arts integration different than doing arts for arts sake? What do we mean by that?
- Is arts integration different than doing arts enhanced curriculum? What do we mean by that? 

Discussion questions during the exercise:
- Why is each element of the definition important to the overall understanding Arts Integration?
- What words, ideas, or questions come to mind as we look at each selection?

Discussion questions after the exercise:
- Was it easy or hard to explaining the concept? Why? Was it too obvious or too vague? Did we know enough 
about the idea to examine it?
- Why did we look at all the concepts separately? How do all the selections work together?

Expanding the understanding (PowerPoint)
As the participants share their ideas, key terms, words or concepts that match the KC ideas will be underlined. 
This will move the discussion to PowerPoint, highlighting matching concepts that the groups came up with. Any 
questions that the participants had will be addressed more in depth this time, with the goal being that the groups 
find the answers themselves. Each participant will have a worksheet that matches the PowerPoint that they can 
add notes to

	    Why should we care? (PowerPoint and Discussion)
Greenville Arts Partnership 2011-2012 School Year: With a basic understanding of what Arts Integration is, we 
will then examine the upcoming opportunities for the fall semester, with a highlight of professional development, 
study groups, field trips, in classroom assistance and potentials for expansion of art school programs.

What are our goals? Working both individually and as group, we will determine some goals for the 2011-2012 
year divided into four main categories: personal/classroom, grade level, school and district wide. There will also 
be an opportunity for participants to take leadership roles for their grade if they are interested. 

Breaking it down: What is Arts Integration and why should we care? 
Western Line School District Professional Development - August 3, 2011

Megan Hines, Greenville Arts Council 



Arts Integration is an 

APPROACH to TEACHING 
in which students 

construct and demonstrate 

UNDERSTANDING 
through an 

ART FORM. 

Students engage in a 

CREATIVE PROCESS 
which CONNECTS an art form 

and another subject area
and meets 

EVOLVING OBJECTIVES 
in both. 

Adapted from the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
Laying A Foundation: Defining Arts Integration Handout, 10-15-08

What is Arts Integration?



Breaking it Down: What is Arts Integration?
Arts Integration is a CREATIVE PROCESS.
Key Ideas:

Questions:

In Arts Integration, students construct and demonstrate understanding through an ART FORM.
Key Ideas:

Questions:

Arts Integration CONNECTS an art form and another subject area.
Key Ideas:

Questions:

Arts Integration meets EVOLVING OBJECTIVES in both. 
Key Ideas:

Questions:

In Arts Integration students construct and demonstrate UNDERSTANDING.
Key Ideas:

Questions:

Arts Integration is an APPROACH to TEACHING.
Key Ideas:

Questions:
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Why should we care? Goals for 2011-2012
Goals for MY CLASSROOM

Goals for MY GRADE LEVEL

Goals for MY SCHOOL  

Goals for MY SCHOOL DISTRICT
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